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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Easter is a time for celebration – celebrating new 
life and new hope – a hope that is revealed 
through the cross... 

There is such a contradiction in the image of the 
cross, an image of cruelty and suffering – it is not 

surprising that many are perplexed and 
puzzled by the notion that the cross could lead to hope. Yet this is the 
truth we proclaim, even in the most challenging situation, even at life’s 
most painful, God still loves us and wants to release us from the things 
that imprison or restrict us.  

Embracing God’s freedom is sometimes the challenge, we are so easily 
caught up in the trappings of modern living – we don’t just need 
television in our lives, we need television on demand; we don’t just want 
broadband internet connection, we want faster download speeds; we 
don’t just want bread, we want the perfectly baked loaf as 
recommended by Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood. 

Jesus invites us to walk a different path, a path that considers those 
around us and the world around us. When we look at the needs of the 
world we see a whole host of opportunities to feed the hungry… in our 
own town of Reading there has been an eight fold increase in the 
number of food parcels distributed each week (over just 3 years). With 
the changes to benefit payments, Reading Borough Council has 

already contacted the charity Readifood to ensure that those most in 
need of food will be supported.  

When we look further afield we see economies struggling in places like 
Greece, Cyprus, Spain and Portugal. When we look further we see that 
one in eight people is still struggling with extreme hunger. But we should 
not be dismayed – reports suggest that the number of people in 

extreme hunger has halved in twenty years – and we have been a part 
of the change. The church has led the way in campaigning for change, 
in campaigning for governments to offer 0.7% GDP in international aid 
for example.  
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For all the mistakes this coalition government has made, at least we can 

say that we are the first G8 country to deliver on the promise of 0.7% 
GDP for international aid. So let us celebrate each small step in the right 
direction. 

When we look at our own lives do we celebrate enough? Do we 
congratulate our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren 

when they succeed? A word of encouragement can be worth so 
much, it is an acknowledgement of progress. Sometimes in our busy 
lives we neglect to notice the little things that are so significant in the 
lives of our loved ones – so this month let’s all be ready to notice and 
celebrate successes! 

In this month’s magazine you can find out more about our student 

minister, Joshua Norris, who is coming to join us in September. Joshua 
will be coming to experience all areas of church life and he has chosen 
Park URC because of our reputation as an innovative and dynamic 
church. It will be good to welcome Joshua and gain from his insights as 
he has a wealth of experience across churches in Wessex and beyond. 

On 5th May we will welcome Abby King as a new church member, 

Abby’s faith has been nurtured by many special people at Park URC 
and I know that you will be faithful in supporting Abby in prayer. We are 
blessed in having so many people of all ages in our church, please pray 
that we will continue to nurture people of all ages and at all stages of 
faith. 

May I also acknowledge we deep gratitude the huge number of 

people who give their time and talent to support the work and witness 
of our church, day by day and week by week – you’re work may be 
unseen by many but the fruit of your labour is all around. 

Finally, let us celebrate the risen Christ who leads us to life in all its 
fullness (John 10:10) 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert 



page 5 

Church Family News 

We send our love and congratulations to Albert 
and Peggy Molineaux, who celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary at the end of March; and Albert recently had his 
92nd birthday. Congratulations also to Samantha Oguna, who was 18 
on March 6th. 

We are very pleased to know that another of our young people, Abby 

King, wishes to become a church member, and we look forward to 
welcoming her as a full member of our fellowship.  

We rejoice that Neil Applegate was well enough to travel back to South 
Africa at the beginning of March, to continue to train ministers at 
Alathea Bible College. We have heard from Hilary, all is well and she is 

enjoying working in the library there.  

Eileen Day and Maureen Plummer have both had successful surgery, 
and are recovering at home. We are still keeping the Eye Department 
at the RBH busy, Julia Marsh has had some more treatment, and Olive 
Goodchild has had a cataract successfully removed. We send our best 
wishes to everyone and assure them of our prayers. 

We also pray for Linda Adkins, who continues to show improvement; Pat 
Fuller, Bob and Andrea Dewing and Hilary Campbell, who has been 
unwell this month; we also remember those who are concerned for their 
families: Tony Durrant, whose mother had to receive treatment for a 
blood clot, and Sue Thompson’s father. 

(From Doreen): I should like to thank everyone for all the prayers, cards 

and good wishes during my recent stay in hospital for tests, and cards 
and visits since I have returned home. I am still waiting for the results of 
one more test, which will decide what further treatment is needed – it 
seems to have been a rather prolonged process. I also have a special 
birthday on April 12th and I hope to celebrate that with you one 
Sunday during coffee in the near future. 

 

We are very sorry to have to report the passing of two very good friends 

of Park: Dulcie Payton and Norman Briggs. 
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Norman Briggs 

Norman died on March 8th following a long battle with cancer. He was 
a member, and Scout Leader, at Park before transferring to Trinity when 
that was set up in the early 1980s. He was a member there and 
Treasurer at some time.  

However he often returned to Park to play the organ for services, and 
also we were glad to have him with us at Sutton Court for a number of 

Songs of Praise services.  

It was good that we were able to present him with a gift one Sunday 
morning recently in acknowledgement of his service. Trinity Church was 
full to overflowing for his thanksgiving service on March 25th, a tribute to 
the breadth of his influence. We send our love and sympathy to all of 

Norman’s family.  

Dulcie Ellen Payton 

Dulcie died, very peacefully, five days after her 95th birthday, at her 
care home in Dursley, Gloucestershire. 

She was the youngest of three daughters in the Vandenberg family: her 
older sisters being Connie and Eileen (Sharp). They lived in Talfourd 
Avenue and had a very long association with Park Church from an 

early age.  She married her husband, Ben, a headmaster, and they 
lived in Tilehurst; after his death she moved to a maisonette near 
Prospect Park, and continued to drive herself to Park, on Sundays and 
for Friendship Club, for as long as she was able.  

Her lack of mobility necessitated a move to a bungalow in South 

Cerney, near to her daughter Jennifer, six years ago, and more recently 
she moved to the care home in Dursley. 

We all have our own memories of Dulcie, who was a great character. (If 
anyone would like to supply any personal reminiscences next month, 
please do so).  

We send our love and sincere sympathy to Jennifer, Dulcie’s son 

Richard, and all their families. 
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Greetings from Joshua Norris  

Soon I will be able to join you in person as I 
become part of your Church community for 
a short time, but this note is just to briefly 
introduce myself from afar.  

My name is Joshua Norris and I am currently 
training to be a Minister of Word and 

Sacrament at Westminster College in 
Cambridge. I am presently in my 3rd year of 
a 4 year training programme. My fourth year, 
I am pleased to say, will be with you all at 
Park URC as a student minister. I wish to say 

thank you for allowing me to be part of your community for that short 
period and I look forward to getting know you throughout the coming 
year. 

I am 28 years old, and have largely grown up in Petersfield, Hampshire. 
However, I am originally from the Isle of Wight. In 1994 my family moved 
off the island to Petersfield because my dad became minister of 

Petersfield and Liss URC’s.  

But that’s his story. I still call Petersfield my home despite the fact I have 
moved around a lot in the last 10 years. In that 10 years I went to 
university in Canterbury, did youth work at an Anglican Church in 
Woking, did more youth work at Shanklin URC on the I.O.W, trained in 
Cambridge for the ministry, and even spent a few months in Atlanta, 

Georgia in the U.S.A.  

Despite my background in youth ministry I have a particular passion for 
preaching, teaching, writing, and young adult/student ministry which I 
hope to develop a bit whilst I am with you whilst learning other aspects 
of ministry I am not too familiar with such as funerals and weddings, 
Church business/administration and finance.  

I am very excited to be with you all and I hope and pray that this next 
year will be a fruitful time, both for me as a student minister and for you 
as a fellowship.  

Many Blessings - Joshua Norris 
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Centenary Christmas Fair - we need your ideas! 

This year will be 100 years since the very first Park Christmas Fair, or 
‘Bazaar’ as it was known then - and still is to many of us! This year the 
date will be November 30th and as this will be the 100th Christmas Fair, a 
theme focusing on the 10 decades is planned.  

For the celebration of such a momentous 100th event we want to get 
as many people from our fellowship involved. 

At the initial planning meeting a range of ideas were suggested - some 
old, some new: 

Stalls the Christmas Fair wouldn’t be the Christmas Fair without stalls. As 
well as the usual favourites run by the SALT Group, Friendship Club, 
Guides and Brownies, other suggestions were for stalls selling books, 

CDs, DVDs childrens’ toys, toiletries, cakes, homemade sweets, bulbs in 
pots, crafts - further suggestions and offers of help gratefully received! 

Games we plan to have Father Christmas again, and a range of 
Games and Sideshows - further suggestions and offers of help gratefully 

received! 

Entertainment – we hope to have the Spring Gardens Band again as 

they had add hugely to the festive atmosphere, and we will invite local 
school choirs to come and sing again - further suggestions and offers of 

help gratefully received! 

Refreshments – the café has always been a great success in previous 
years and the hub of the Fair, pancakes and puddings have been 
great - further suggestions and offers of help gratefully received! 

Christmas Tree Festival – whilst we realise that similar events have 
become more widespread, we are looking to organisations and families 
within the Church to create a tree - further suggestions and offers of 

help gratefully received! 

So do get involved, why not come along with those suggestions and 
offers of help to our next meeting - on Monday April 29th, at 7.30pm 

and lets celebrate those hundred years by making the Centenary 
Christmas Fair something very special.  



page 9 

Ignite-plus Housegroup, and Ignite Worship 

We meet on Monday 7:30pm in the upper room in church, a 
convenient venue for some of us! Despite the name, our ‘programme’ 
does not keep in sync with the term-time Ignite Sunday evening worship 
to maintain variety. In fact, we meet most weeks even through the 
summer, and the housegroup is open to all!  

We spend the time in study, sharing and prayer. We care and support 

each other. We have a wide range of people and we welcome more! 
Feel free to see David Wong or Steph Melia (or Charlotte Blackburn, 
Enala Bhebhe, James Rowden) to find out more. Please come to try us 
out! We welcome your ideas too! 

We are studying the book of Isaiah at the moment. I said ‘studying’, it’s 

more reflecting what the questions in the guide book ask about and 
then asking ourselves how Isaiah is applicable to us individually and as a 
community.  

Things can get a little ‘philosophical’ since Isaiah is rather old but still 
relevant. For example, God was calling his people back to him 
because he wanted the best for them, and he still does that now. He 

did not force his people to go his way, and he does not with us, since 
he gives us the ability to look after his creation and be responsible to 
each other.  

Similarly, the people’s lack in allowing God to speak and guide them 
(worship) led to personal and collective 
tragedies, but God was ultimately in control 

and he wanted his people to return to full 
relationship with him, that applies to us today 
too. 

 Opening the church to all is probably a good 
way to reflect the theme of last term’s Ignite. 
Well, the theme was actually “Intelligent 

Church”, based on Steve Chalk’s book. Not 
only some interesting and though-provoking 
messages, we also had plenty of time for 
reflection, discussion, prayer (or action prayer).  
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While different individuals may have different persuasion and 

preference about something, one vital thing we achieve seems to be a 
safe and friendly forum to discuss issues we face as Christians and as 
responsible citizens.  

Perhaps, there’s not much ‘intelligence’ in the theme since much of it is 
drawn out from the Bible. But it does show that the intelligence lies 

within us, and it continues to grow as we reflect more about what God 
teaches and reveals to us. Collectively, we can share this intelligence, 
and we can achieve much more than if we acted as individuals. 

Ignite service is 7pm during term time (dates are in church notices). At 
630pm, we always have the most fantastic cakes in Berkshire and 
beyond, and tea/coffee. This half-hour slot is precious for a very relaxed 

chat or quiet reflection, amidst our busy schedule.  

The Ignite band also put the ‘inclusiveness’ 
into practice with Robbie playing the lead 
guitar, Lorraine and Dionne joining in 
singing, Steph planning the worship, Toby 
and Rob Knox on the drums on alternative 

weeks, and Michael on the visual for a few 
weeks.  

Robbie is taking a ‘back seat’ next term as 
he prepares for exams, and we welcome 
(back) Tony and James. Thanks to all the 
band members! We probably haven’t said 

it enough times, but we want more people 
contributing to Ignite so that we have 
different ideas: programme, prayer, music, 
audio/visual, etc. 

The cold snap has held us back long enough. Perhaps with the flowers 

blooming in the spring (if summer does not rush in first), do consider 
coming to the evening worship and also give the housegroup a try. 

David Wong 
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REInspired conference - ‘Inspiring Faith in Schools’ 

This was well attended at Waingels college and the Bishop of Reading,  
Andrew Proud opened the morning worship with Rebekah and Michael 
Whiteman leading the praise worship. Bishop Andrew then gave his 
opening talk précised below. 

His encouraging words, at first 
comparing life here in schools to 

that in Ethiopia where the church 
had no access at all. To get around 
this they built community libraries 
where children could get study 
material. 

His message was ‘Our children are 
living messages for a time we shall 
not see’ was very poignant. He 
continued to state that rather than 
children being welcomed they were 
often demonised in the media and 

stated that UK was at the bottom of 
the league table for children’s well 
being. 

REInspired could help to change 
that all round. Bishop Andrew then stayed and participated in the day.     

Steve Chalke as a keynote speaker asked – “Does faith have a place in 

education?” and then ‘What is faith and what is education?’ 

Through the Oasis trust, where they have taken on failing schools, his 
duty to the children was to allow them to become rounded adults. 
Working with ‘Ofsted' who don't look at anything from a faith 
perspective his challenges were to offer ‘spiritual, moral, cultural and 
social skills’ to allow this to happen. Exams were important but many 

schools concentrated too much on ‘intellectual issues and cramming’.    
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We can learn from children and become good news to them and 

young people via schools and working together.  We now have the 
biggest changes in education and upheaval since 1948 with free 
schools, academies and umbrella trusts. We must show Christ in faith 
and continue work in faith schools and through churches. This is 
invaluable - what is distinctive is we can bring to the table spiritual, 

moral, cultural and social skills. How do we help our schools to do this? 
Steve said he 
thanked God for 
schools, children, 
governors, and all 
who work in them. 

He illustrated with 
the story of Neil 
Armstrong when 
landing on the 
moon with only 15 
seconds of fuel left, 

after he chose to 
get to the right 
spot by using 
manual controls on 
the space rocket instead of being computer controlled from mission 
control. He prayed and knew by his extensive pilot training that this was 

the only way to a successful landing.   

Later he spoke of the success of Oasis schools which were called ‘fluffy’ 
by Ofsted but which still gave results because, as he said, ‘of their 
fluffiness’ when an Ofsted inspector said it was ‘in spite of’ the fluffiness’. 

He shared at a later point in the day the core values of Oasis schools 

and their success and said they could be replicated anywhere. 
Children need to cope with success and failure as this happens to all of 
us in life. His model covered the whole needs of the family to support 
the child. Church hubs and community centres within the schools where 
all needs of the family could be addressed, had proved successful. 
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I later attended an excellent workshop on ‘Spirituality in Children’ by 

Carolyn Edwards from Centre of Youth Ministry (CYM) from Oxford and 
this really had us all thinking.  

We shared the different 
methods of behaviour 
between boys and girls 

and it was described at 
first as how, when young, 
they have their ‘God 
goggles’ on but these 
become ripped off and 
trampled upon. Their task 

at CYM is to pick them 
up and put them back 
on the children. Gender 
bias was spoken about and how damaged children needed to be 
helped with conversation; humour (a child laughs 200 times a day, 
adults only 20); touch (very difficult now to touch a child). Damaged 

children need touch to tell them they belong – football/other sports 
help here as they are able to contact each other. 

Other ways to reach damaged children are through nature 
(music/art/the beauty of God’s world); games (many fun games now 
stopped as being ‘too dangerous’ with schools frightened of being 
sued e.g. climbing trees). Children need to take risks. Thinking, covering 

mystery, wondering or just doing nothing – these are all important 
elements. 

I found the day enlightening and the only problem there was not long 
enough to do/see all the stalls supporting children’s issues. With Paul 
leaving this year, he has certainly left REInspired with a good grounding 

to be taken further forward in the coming months and years. If you 
would be interested in becoming a volunteer in the schools please see 
Carrie King who is working with Newtown School or Robert Weston or 
even myself a ‘new’ recruit! 

Gaye Rees 
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Easter - in pictures 

 

Les Dray 
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Park Playgroup - in pictures 
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Mother’s Day 

On a wet and windy Saturday afternoon, a little team of willing 

volunteers met to prepare posies for Mothering Sunday. 

We cut and bunched, tied and counted until we had 60 little posies. 

These were handed out to members of the congregation during the 
Mother’s Day service. 

Thank you to Hannah and Nicola Werro, Sophie and Claire Connell, 
Stacey Oguna and Amy Weston, who all gave up their Saturday 

afternoon to help and made it a very happy and cheerful afternoon 
despite the weather outside! 

Just a thought... 

Prayer is not a ‘spare wheel’ that you pull out when in trouble, but a 
‘steering wheel’ that directs you on the right path throughout the 
journey. 



page 17 

March Church Meeting  

One of the main items in our March Church Meeting was the excellent 
work that goes on in the many SALT groups, the different groups of 
children and young people who meet each Sunday in age appropriate 
groups.  

We have a fantastic system that allows the leaders to spend one month 
with their group and then spend two months in the service.  

Of course, this approach means that we need a large team of 
volunteers, especially as we have two adults with each group of 
children.  

The benefits are two-way as anyone who works with young people will 
tell you, adults learn from children as much as children learn from adults 

– that’s why the groups are called Sharing and Learning Together (SALT) 
groups.  

Please continue to pray that God will prepare more volunteers to help 
lead our SALT groups. 

Churches Together in Earley and East Reading 

The local churches continue to meet monthly at different host churches 
and at our March meeting we had Jeremy Sharpe from the 'engage 

befriending' charity which has already developed links with 39 Reading 
churches. 

The idea is that when lonely people are referred to them through social 
services or a GP, a visitor is located nearest to that church to go and 
see the person for 1 hour per week or fortnight. The visitor is always 

located no further than 1 mile from the church. If this is something you 
would like to be involved in please contact Robert who will pass on your 
details.  

Alternatively if you know of someone in the Reading area who might be 
in a situation where a visitor would be welcomed please advise Jeremy 
Sharpe who will organise. 

His email is jsharpe.rcn@gmail.com or tel 07970 100131 

       Gaye Rees  
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Church Accounts 

The treasury team has completed the work of bringing us up-to-date 
with the Church Accounts and at the March Church Meeting we 
received and approved the 2011 and 2012 accounts.  

Alistair Knox explained that the current format for the accounts makes it 
difficult for us to see the balance of expenditure and income, as some 
payments relating to activities in one year appear in another year’s 

accounts – to overcome this problem the accounts will in future be 
presented in accruals format. 

The current financial position of Park URC is healthy, we are balancing 
income and expenditure, helped enormously by the two eco-projects 
which will continue to provide significant income for the church over 

the next 20 years.  

In these difficult economic times we recognise that offerings have not 
kept up with inflation, fortunately the increased use of the church 
premises was helping to maintain sufficient income. 

The accounts also show that we have set aside £120,000 for the kitchen 
& halls development project and we are still waiting to hear whether 

we will receive any grants towards this project. 

Robert Weston 

Letters 

Dear Friends, 

I would like to thank you all for your prayers, good wishes and 
flowers I received following my recent operation.  

I am recovering well and hope to be able to return to all the activities 
after Easter. 

Maureen 
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Preparing for a Sabbatical 

This is a new experience for me and it will be another ten years before I 
get another opportunity, so a great deal of thought and preparation 
has gone into the planning of my sabbatical.  

The aim is to explore some notable Reformation towns & cities of 
Wittenberg (in Germany), Zurich (in Switzerland) and Geneva (in 
Switzerland) followed by a family holiday near La Rochelle (in France). 

Rather than using expensive hotels we (Suzy and I) will be travelling 
round Europe in our touring caravan.  

Amy will be joining us in Switzerland and Toby will join us in France. 
Andrew is busy with summer placements learning about life as a 
solicitor, so will probably not be able to join us this summer.  

Whilst we are visiting these key sites I will be reading up on the theology 
of the Reformers Luther, Zwingli and Calvin – I’ve had a copy of Calvin’s 
Institutes since I was at college and it is still in pristine condition! 

I’m told by other ministers that a sabbatical is a wonderful opportunity 
for reflection and gives a welcome break from the non-stop demands 
of ministry.  

Those who know me well, might be wondering how I will cope with 
sitting quietly in the sun, I have a plan and it involves a new road bike – 
this will be ideal as I can leave Suzy enjoying the peace and quiet, 
while I enjoy exploring the surrounding area at high speed on my 
bicycle.  

I look forward to sharing with you some of our summer experiences 

when we return in September and I look forward to reflecting on all that 
God has been doing in our lives over the past ten years at Park URC.  

It’s been quite an adventure and I wonder where God is leading us 
next….  
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From the SALT Group 

On Sunday March 17th we were pleased to welcome Rev John Lee 
back to Park to lead our SALT Festival service. John guided our thoughts 
as we continued to follow the journey of Jesus towards Jerusalem, and 
the children thoroughly enjoyed being part of the Lego wall-building 
team as well as witnessing what the stones had to say, who had such 
an amazing story to tell, about the events of Palm Sunday. How on 

earth did John manage to get those stones to speak into the 
microphone?! 

The SALT Festival provided the ideal opportunity to reflect on our 
journey as a Junior Church team, and at the Church Meeting on the 
following Sunday we presented an outline of the work that goes on with 

the children and young people week by week. In total there are 42 
members of the SALT Group, meeting in 5 groups and led by a total of 
15 staff, who each try to be committed to helping for a month at a time 
– meaning that we have two months off when we are able to worship 
as part of the normal congregation.   

The ratio of staff to children may seem generous – but we are required 

to have two adults working with each group, and so we frequently find 
ourselves having to call on the same willing few more often than is fair – 
or else we have to tell some of the young people that they will have to 
combine with another group or else stay in Church. 

So, we are badly in need of more volunteers to join the team.  Please 
consider whether that could be YOU!   You may feel able only to offer 

one or two Sundays in a month, or you may wish simply to help us as 
another ‘pair of hands’, without having to actually prepare a session. In 
fact, though, the preparation involved is usually quite straightforward, 
as the Scripture Union material that we usually use is extremely user-
friendly with resources that are readily available.  

Please pray for all the children and leaders of the SALT Groups, that 

more helpers may be found. And if you would like to find out more, 
please speak to Simon King or Carrie King.  

You may even like to ‘visit’ us one Sunday morning to see what 
happens – you would be very welcome! 
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Church Flowers 

At the March Church Meeting it was 
agreed to trial a new approach to the 
distribution of church flowers after 
the morning service.  

For many years we have taken the 
flowers to people in need of 

cheering up and people who are 
celebrating a special occasion. This is 
a lovely way of supporting our 
fellowship and reaching out to others. 
Many times people have 

contacted me to say how much they 
have appreciated the church flowers 
and the thoughts and prayers of the 
congregation. 

As the number of elders available to deliver flowers on a Sunday or 
Monday has reduced, we have decided to try inviting anyone from the 

Sunday congregation to take the flowers to someone they know in 
need.  

You do not need to be on the rota. You do not need to take flowers 
every week. You just need to check with Robert or Roger after the 
service, to make sure that there are enough bunches of flowers to go 
round – usually three bunches of flowers are available.  

Suzy Weston 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Many thanks to all who supported the Traidcraft stall and I am pleased 
to report that I raised £100. All the 'Real' Easter Eggs were sold that were 
manufactured by the Meaningful Chocolate Factory the number of 
which were increased this year, which was very good news. If anyone 

wishes to order any Traidcraft items during the year please see me and I 
am happy to obtain. 

Gaye Rees 
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Outside Noticeboards 

You will soon see that the outside notice board (on Palmer Park Avenue 
side of the building) has been repaired with a new sheet of toughened 
glass. This has taken some time as the whole case had to be taken to 
Erith in Kent, back to the manufacturers.  

Whilst we had this repair work carried out we also had a new backing 
board fitted, this is a blue steel sheet which will not fade.  

The two stainless steel notice boards have already given many years of 
good service, with the new backing boards they should continue to 
give good service for another twenty years. 

Robert Weston 

Churches Together in Berkshire 

The Annual General Meeting for Churches Together in Berkshire was 

held at Rose Street Methodist Church in Wokingham, this wonderfully 
refurbished building in the centre of Wokingham is quite inspirational.  

At the meeting Gaye Rees was thanked for her many years service as 
Secretary to CTB and she was presented with a bouquet.  

Robert Weston gave a short presentation about the ENOUGH FOOD IF 
campaign (featured in last month’s magazine) and Steve Prince 

(Minister of Brookside Church) gave the main presentation about life as 
a Chaplain to Reading Football Club.  

Steve explored the issue of success, asking what is success? In a world 
of highly paid professional footballers we heard of individuals who are 
wealthy in the eyes of the world, but poor in terms of relationships and 

meaning in life.  

Steve also posed the challenging question, what does a successful 
church look like? Is success about the number of people in church, the 
amount of good work that is done in the neighbourhood, the 
faithfulness of God’s people, the mission work undertaken? Plenty of 
food for thought for us all. 
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Park Parent and Carer Toddler Group 

Our Toddler Group was set up in September 2012 and has attracted a 
number of families who come on a regular basis and others who come 
when they are able. 

We have a good selection of toys for the children to play with and 
always offer a craft for the children and their grown-ups to make; 
sticking, painting or drawing. 

We also have singing and story time which is popular, especially when 
there is a pop-up book being read. 

Abby Jenner, Judith Enang and Sally Street (who are our wonderful 
leadership team) help to create a friendly atmosphere, organise the 
stories, songs, craft and snack time. 

Would you like to be involved with this important part of our outreach? 

We particularly need a few more helpers who could arrive at the 
church hall by 9.00am to set the toys out and to help put the toys away 
at 11.15am, or to help with the snack time which needs to be prepared 
by 10.15am. 

Please give this prayerful consideration and if you feel that this is your 

calling, speak to Abby, Judith, Sally or Suzy who will be pleased to give 
you more information. 

We’d also be pleased if you could let families near you know that we 
have a Toddler Group at Park URC. 

We are open to children (aged 0 – 4 years) and their parents or carers, 
and meet every Monday morning, during term time, 9.30 – 11.15am.  

The cost is £2.00 per family. 

QR code for Park URC 

All our new church leaflets will be carrying this image 
which will mean nothing to you unless you have a 
smart phone with a QR reader app. If you have one 
then you simply scan the code and it takes you 

straight to our website. 
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Poverty is... 

Church Action on Poverty has for a number of years worked in 
disadvantaged communities and held hearings and other projects 
designed to allow the voices of the poorest to be heard. Below are a 
sample of statements and quotations which they have collected during 
this work. 

Poverty is: 

• going without a winter coat so you can afford them for your 
children 

• having to decide whether to eat a meal or heat your house 

• never being able to go on holiday or get away from home for 
even a day 

• not being able to buy a cup of tea in a cafe, or catch a bus to 
visit family; 

• paying £800 or more to a legal loan shark, for a washing machine 
that would have cost a wealthier person just £100; 

• waiting ten years for your house to be repaired, then being told 
there’s no money to do it  

• wondering if you can take the night bus 

• having no music 

• carrying heavy bags with food in to save fares 

• being unable to afford magazines, books, a camera, film 

• living with badly designed equipment 

• waiting for any of the reduced items in Sainsbury’s 

• being given endless bowls of soup and cups of tea when what 
you want is a proper meal 

• a 17-year-old who can never afford to go to a disco 

...and not just experiencing these things once in a while, but facing 
them every single day. 

URC website 
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Poverty is... 

The direct effects of Tax and Benefit Changes... 

 

The Institute for Fiscal Studies 

Poverty is... 

“Churches have joined forces to accuse the government of welfare 
payment cuts they say are unjust and target society's most vulnerable. 
They also want to see a change to "a false picture" of the poor as 
"lazy".” 

Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist & United Reformed 
Churches, & the Church of Scotland. 

“Now, those who defend the current benefit system are going to 
complain loudly. These vested interests always complain, with 
depressingly predictable outrage, about every change to a system 
which is failing. 

Rt. Hon. George Osbourne MP 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   home: 0118 966 8647 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark   phone: 0118 935 2324 
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Treasurer: 

Alistair Knox    phone: 0118 969 6547 

Assistant Church Secretary: 

Simon & Jenny King  phone: 0118 977 2245 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

F & GP Committee Chairman: 

Alistair Knox    phone: 0118 969 6547 

Gift Aid Secretary: 

Graham Fuller  phone: 0118 946 1945 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone: 0118 934 3089 
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church, 
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more 
websites. 



page 27 

Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 
 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 

 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 
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